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P E R S O NA L LY  S P E A K I N G

A few months ago I quoted Philip Yancey saying, 
in so many words, that Christians don’t have the 
option of ignoring problems, especially when it is 
within their power to improve things. Christians are 

called to make the world a better place.
Fulfilling that obligation is seldom easy or painless, and one thing that 

often holds us back is our own financial situation. We have only so much 
money, and it only goes so far. Altruistic intentions come up against all-too-
real constraints. We hurt for others, but must we sacrifice to our own hurt? If 
we did, how far would it go and how long could we keep it up? I think you’ll 
find some interesting, inspiring, and innovative answers on the following 
pages.

In “Tap Your Potential,” you’ll see that you don’t need to be Bill Gates, 
Warren Buffett, or one of the world’s other 1,208 billionaires1 to have an 
impact—you just need the motivation and a plan.

You might not be able to change the whole world, but you may be in a 
position to change one family’s world, as “Vanessa’s Angels” proves.

Sages from the ages offer their thoughts on money’s rightful role in this 
month’s “Points to Ponder,” and God offers His in “Christianity and Wealth.”

“Zarephath” and “Man-2-Man with Jesus” will boost your faith in God’s 
desire and ability to supply for you and yours, and you’ll learn how to 
strengthen your financial position in “Five Pillars of Financial Success” and 
“Debt-Free Living.”

In every facet of life, we find the greatest happiness and fulfillment when 
we get God’s perspective and try to do things His way—and money matters 
are no different. I hope this issue will help you better understand God’s basic 
financial principles, and that you will discover, if you haven’t already, the joy of 
letting Him bless others through you.

Keith Phillips
For Activated

Browse our website or contact one of the 
distributors below to enjoy the inspirational, 
motivational, and practical help offered in our 
books and audiovisual material.

www.activated.org
Activated Ministries
P.O. Box 462805 
Escondido, CA 92046–2805, USA 
Toll-free: 1–877–862–3228 
Email: info@actmin.org 
www.activatedonline.com
Activated Europe
Bramingham Pk. Business Ctr. 
Enterprise Way
Luton, Beds. LU3 4BU, United Kingdom 
+44 (0) 845 838 1384 
Email: activatedEurope@activated.org
Activated Africa
P.O. Box 2509
Faerie Glen 0043, South Africa
+27 (083) 791 2804
Email: activatedAfrica@activated.org
Activated India
P.O. Box 5215, G.P.O.
Bangalore – 560 001, India 
Email: activatedIndia@activated.org
Activated Philippines
P.O. Box 1147 
Antipolo City P.O. 
1870 Antipolo City, Philippines 
Cell: (0922) 8125326 
Email: activatedPI@activated.org
Activated Australia
+61 2 8005 1938 
Email: info@activated.org.au 
www.activated.org.au
Editor Keith Phillips
Design Gentian Suçi
Production Samuel Keating
www.auroraproduction.com
© 2011 Aurora Production AG. All Rights 
Reserved. Printed in Taiwan by Ji Yi Co., Ltd.
All scripture quotations, unless otherwise 
indicated, are taken from the New King 
James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas 
Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Other Bible references are from the 
following sources: New International Version 
(NIV). Copyright © 1978, 1984 by International 
Bible Society. Used by permission. New Living 
Translation (NLT). Copyright © 1978, 1996 by 
Tyndale House Publishers. Used by permission.1. “The World’s Billionaires,” Forbes, March 9, 2011

2



Knowing that I am 
actively involved in sev-
eral charitable projects 
here in India, an acquaintance 
introduced me to some of his friends 
from the business community at a 
party we all attended. They happened 
to be discussing The Giving Pledge, 
an initiative headed by Bill and 
Melinda Gates and Warren Buffett. 
Those three had challenged 400 
American billionaires to commit to 
donating at least 50% of their net 
worth to charity and social causes in 
their lifetimes.

“This is really taking on in India 
as well,” one of the men at the party 
said with the excitement of a child 

act of corporate social responsibility 
and not charity.” An insert calculated 
that if India’s 100 richest individuals 
took up The Giving Pledge, a total of 
over 250 billion dollars—a quarter of 
the Indian GDP—would be raised.

It’s hard to grasp those kinds of 
figures, or to imagine ourselves in 
the position to be so generous. The 
wealthy can afford to give, while we 
sometimes struggle to make ends 
meet. But where there is a will, there 
is a way.

When Toby Ord, a 31-year-old 
academic at Oxford University, 
read that Facebook founder Mark 
Zuckerberg had pledged to give away 
most of his wealth in his lifetime, 

By Curtis Peter van Gorder

P RUOYAT
LAITNETOP

announcing that the circus was com-
ing to town.

When another man asked what 
he could do to further our charity 
work, I suggested a contribution to 
our next community project. “I’ll call 
you Monday,” he said. True to his 
word, Monday morning one of his 
assistants phoned with details of how 
he wanted to participate.

As it happened, there was an 
article in that day’s newspaper that 
quoted social commentator Santosh 
Desai. “Indians have always been 
generous people. Corporations can 
take a lead from Tata [India’s largest 
business group] who have institu-
tionalized philanthropy, making it an 
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Ord, who was a student at the time, 
devised a plan of his own: give 1M 
GBP (1.625M USD) to charity in 
his lifetime. He figured he could 
do this by giving away everything 
he earns annually over the mean 
income in the UK—and he started 
his giving while on a student’s low 
income. Applying the methods the 
World Health Organization uses to 
determine how far aid money goes, 
the 25,000 GBP Ord has given to 
date “bought” 10,000 years of health 
for people in some of the poorest 
countries in the world. Ord also 
challenges others to give 10% of 
their life earnings the same way. The 
first year, 64 people joined his Giving 
What We Can initiative, pledging 
14M GBP between them.

There are also other creative 
ways to give when we don’t have 
much cash ourselves. A 24-year-old 
London man named Jack Diamond 
biked through India for two weeks to 
raise funds for a Goa-based charity 
that helps street and slum children 
like those he had gotten to know 
on a previous visit. “It never crossed 
my mind to do something like this 
before,” he explained, “but I wanted 
to make a difference.”

Curtis Peter van Gorder is a 
scriptwriter and animator in 
Mumbai, India, and a member 
of the Family International, a 
Christian community of faith. ■

Giving puts us in a health-
ier relationship with our 
possessions and with the 
material world in which 
we live. We like making money, 
but we enjoy other things as well, such 
as the love of our family, belonging 
to community, a sense of meaning, 
accomplishment, contribution, and 
service. We enjoy making a positive 
difference in the lives of other people. 
But how do we maintain balance and 
perspective? How can we appropri-
ately secure the basic needs of food, 
shelter, education, and health while 
also living with purpose? How do we 
avoid too much preoccupation with 
the things that do not ultimately sat-
isfy, and cultivate those things that do? 
The intentional practice of generosity 
helps us keep our priorities straight.

Giving reflects the nature of God. 
We give because we are made in the 
image of God, whose essential nature 
is giving. We are created with God’s 

nature imprinted on our souls; we are 
hardwired to be social, compassion-
ate, connected, loving, and generous. 
God’s extravagant generosity is part 
of our essential nature as well. But we 
are anxious and fearful, influenced 
by a culture that makes us believe we 
never have enough. God sent Jesus 
Christ to bring us back to ourselves, 
and back to God. As we “have in 
us the mind of Christ Jesus,”1 we 
become free. Growing in the grace of 
giving is part of the Christian journey 
of faith, a response Christian disciples 
offer to God’s call to make a differ-
ence in the world.

Robert Schnase is a United 
Methodist Church bishop 
and author. “Extravagant 
Generosity” is from Five 
Practices of Fruitful Living, 
copyright © 2010 by Robert 
Schnase, Abingdon Press. Used 
by permission. ■

  Extravagant 
gEnErosity

1. Philippians 2:5

By Robert Schnase
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 Supply and Miracles 

MAN-2-MAN 
with JESUS

 By Jude Osborn 
 Jude:  Jesus, a new road lies ahead 
of me. I’ll soon be moving to a new 
situation, making new friends, doing 
new things, and probably making 
new mistakes. I’m essentially starting 
a new life for myself and my family. 
The immediate future worries me. 
I have questions, and I need some 
specific answers.
 Jesus:  Ask away.
 Jude:  It says in Your Word, “My 
God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus.”1 How much will I need 
to rely on You to supply, and how 
much will I need to rely on good 
old-fashioned elbow grease?
 Jesus:  I could easily supply all your 
needs all the time, with little or no 
effort on your part, but would that 
really be best?
 Jude:  I see what You mean. If You 
performed a continual stream of 
astounding wonders, I’d probably get 
lazy.

 Jesus:  That’s right. I generally try 
not to perform so many miracles that 
people take them for granted. 
 Jude:  But didn’t You promise that 
You’d open the windows of heaven 
and pour out so many blessings that 
we won’t have room for them all?2

 Jesus:  I did. I enjoy showering you 
with blessings, but sometimes I close 
the window that showers you with 
dollar bills and instead shower you 
with life-experience blessings.
 Jude:  Hmmm.
 Jesus:  Sometimes they don’t look 
great at first, but the resultant depth 
of character can be more valuable 
and enduring than money.
 Jude:  So, am I right in concluding 
that You plan to supply my material 
needs in miraculous ways only when 
things get really desperate?
 Jesus:  Not necessarily. Sometimes 
I’ll perform miracles just to remind 
you of My awesome power.
 Jude:  It couldn’t come down to 
only those two options—my doing 
all the work or Your doing mind-
boggling wonders—could it?

1. Philippians 4:19

2. See Malachi 3:10.

 Jesus:  No. My blessings take many 
forms. I will set opportunities before 
you. I will put ideas in your head. I 
will help you learn new skills. I will 
give you unexpected financial boosts. 
I will do all these and more because 
I love you. These blessings may 
sometimes be inconspicuous, but 
when you do notice them, thank Me.
 Jude:  Okay. Will do. I feel better 
now. I’ll do what I can, trust You 
to do the rest, and try to recognize 
and thank You for all the ways You 
supply my needs.

Jude Osborn is a software devel-
oper and a member of the Family 
International in Australia. ■
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“Have you something for 
me to eat, something to drink?” 
the unassuming stranger asked. “I’m 
weak from hunger and weary from 
my journey. Please, I beg you.”

My heart reached out to him. 
I felt the same hunger pains. 
Zarephath, where I lived, was like 
wherever this man had come from—
in the grip of famine. I too was weak 
and weary. I too needed someone to 
rescue me before I perished.

I had almost nothing, and he was 
asking me to give him what little I 
had. If I had had only myself to look 
after, I would have given him my last 
morsel without a second thought. I 
had given God plenty of reasons to 
turn His back on me. I didn’t deserve 
to live, but what about my little boy, 
the light of my life, whom I adored?

“Come. … Of course, come in,” 
I answered haltingly. “But, you see, 
I have nothing to give you. I have 
only enough flour and oil to prepare 
one last meal for my son and myself 
before we die. We were gathering 
sticks for the fire when you came up 
the path.”

He was a handsome child, but 
gaunt now from having eaten very 
little for several weeks. A smile light-
ened his lips. He always had a smile. 

By
 Jo
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in ZAREPHATH
A retelling of 1 Kings 17:8–16
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“Mother, I have found some sticks, 
too. The wind caused them to fall in 
the night. They will make a nice fire.”

The man looked deep into the 
child’s eyes. “Surely, the Lord has led 
me here,” he said.

I looked over at my boy, his 
curly brown hair tousled by the stiff 
breeze. His eyes were fixed on me, 
the way small children look at their 
mothers with expectancy and trust.

“Do not fear,” the man said. 
“Make me a small cake first, and then 
make some for yourself and your son. 
For thus says the Lord God, ‘The bin 
of flour shall not be used up, nor shall 
the jar of oil run dry, until the day 
the Lord sends rain on the earth.’”

I went to the shelf and took down 
the oil jar. It was light in my hands, 
nearly empty. Why was I doing this 
for a stranger? It didn’t make sense.

“Light the fire, my son, while I 
make the bread.”

I took the sack of flour from its 
bin. It too was nearly gone. As I 
kneaded the dough, a strange thing 
happened. Energy returned to my 
hands. My feet felt light as I took it 
to the oven. There was something 
different about this bread.

PAYBACK +
By David Brandt Berg

You don’t have to be a 
millionaire to give what 
you’ve got. There is not one of 
God’s children who cannot afford 
to give something to help others less 
fortunate. You may think you can’t 
afford to give, or you may not be 
able to give a lot at first, but God 
blesses everybody that gives. If you’re 
not rich, that’s all the more reason to 
give, so God can bless you and help 
you have more. 

God’s finances work the opposite 
from the world’s. The world says, 
“When I’ve got my million, then 
I’ll start giving.” But the Lord says, 
“Start giving what you’ve got now, 
and then I’ll give you more.” Man 
says, “Me first. Self-preservation is 
the first law of nature.” But God says, 
“Put Me and Mine first, and I’ll take 
care of you afterwards.”1 There’s no 
such thing as a poor giver. Nobody 
who gives generously—even if it’s 
only of the little he or she has—can 
be poor, because God will bless them 
with more.

God’s way to plenty is to give 
sacrificially of what you now have. 
The more you share, the more God 
will heap on you, and the more you’ll 
have to share. Love gives itself rich.

 
David Brandt Berg (1919–1994) 
was the founder of the Family 
International. ■1. Matthew 6:33

I struggled to ignore my hunger 
pangs as the room began to smell of 
freshly baked bread, and I avoided 
my son’s attentive gaze.

The man reached for the bread 
as I offered it to him. He held it up 
to God and said, “Lord, bless this 
food You have provided, and bless 
these hands that have prepared it.” 
He turned to me and smiled. “Now 
make for yourself and your son.”

“But I have just used the last…” 
I hesitated. His eyes told me that I 
should just do as he said.

“Son, hand me the flour and the 
oil.”

The boy’s eyes were filled with 
wonder as he handed me the flour. 
The sack was heavier than it had 
been in days. Then he passed me the 
oil jar, and as he did, oil splashed on 
our hands. Our hearts, like the jar of 
oil, were full to overflowing.

And God was true to His word. 
What had once been only a handful 
of flour and a few drops of oil kept 
the three of us alive for nearly three 
years, until the famine had passed.

Joyce Suttin is a teacher, writ-
er, and member of the Family 
International in San Antonio, 
Texas, U.S.A. ■
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One thing that makes life 
stressful and even worri-
some at times is a lack of 
money. That’s when it’s important 
to remember that God is the source 
of financial supply. “The earth is 
the Lord’s, and all its fullness.”1 It’s 
His to give, and He’s happy to give 
it. “Ask, and it will be given to you; 
seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. For everyone 
who asks receives, and he who seeks 
finds, and to him who knocks it will 
be opened.”2 But no matter how 
much God wants to help you out, 
if your financial “house” is missing 
some of the main pillars, it won’t 
stand. You need to believe God is 
able to supply, and then ask and 
take action. That’s where knowledge, 
good business sense, and planning 
come in. Thankfully, God has given 
an abundance of practical advice on 
how to put yourself in the best posi-
tion to receive His financial blessings.

 1  Put in the work.
This may seem obvious, but many 

people don’t do it and then wonder 
what went wrong. To be successful 
in business or even to hold a good 
job, you must work hard and put in 
the necessary hours. It doesn’t matter 
how smart, educated, or skilled you 
may be, if you don’t put in the work, 
God likely won’t be able to bless you 
as much as He would like. “He who 
has a slack hand becomes poor, but 
the hand of the diligent makes rich.”3 
“The plans of the diligent lead surely 
to plenty.”4 “A hard worker has 
plenty of food, but a person who 
chases fantasies has no sense.”5

 2  Appreciate and preserve 
God’s blessings.
God is a wise investor. He gives 

the most to those who are thankful 
for what He’s already given them 
and show their appreciation by 
being good stewards of His material 
blessings, by being thrifty, and by not 
taking His generosity for granted. 
Don’t be negligent or wasteful. “He 
who is faithful in what is least is 
faithful also in much.”6

1. Psalm 24:1

2. Matthew 7:7–8

3. Proverbs 10:4

4. Proverbs 21:5

5. Proverbs 12:11 NLT

6. Luke 16:10 

See also Matthew 25:14–30.

7. Psalm 41:1

8. Proverbs 11:25

9. Luke 6:38

5 Pillars of 
Financial 

Success
By Maria Fontaine

2

1
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 3  Give to those in need.
God sees the plight of the poor 

and wants to come to their aid, 
but very often He chooses to do so 
through earthly agents, like you and 
me. Why? So He can bless both the 
giver and the receiver. “Blessed is 
he who considers the poor.”7 “The 
generous soul will be made rich, and 
he who waters will also be watered 
himself.”8 “Give, and it will be given 
to you: good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over 
will be put into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that you use, 
it will be measured back to you.”9 
“Let each one give as he purposes in 
his heart, not grudgingly or of neces-
sity; for God loves a cheerful giver.”10

 4  Ask for the right things.
God says, “Ask and it will be 

given,” but He also says, “You ask 
and do not receive, because you ask 
amiss.”11 God loves to see us happy, 
but He also sees the big picture, 
which we often don’t. He says, “As 
the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are My ways higher than 
your ways, and My thoughts than 
your thoughts.”12 He knows what 
will be the best for us and everyone 
else concerned in the long run, and 
He answers prayer accordingly. That’s 
why we must pray not only for God 
to supply our needs, but also for 
ourselves to be in step with Him—to 
pray for what He knows is best, 
rather than what we want or think is 
best. “This is the confidence that we 
have in Him, that if we ask anything 
according to His will, He hears 
us. And if we know that He hears us, 
whatever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we have asked 
of Him.”13

10. 2 Corinthians 9:7

11. James 4:3

12. Isaiah 55:9

13. 1 John 5:14–15

14. Ecclesiastes 5:10 NLT

15. Matthew 6:33

16. Deuteronomy 28:2

17. Job 36:11

18. Psalm 84:11

 5  Have a healthy perspective 
on wealth.
There are much more valuable 

things in life than money. “Those 
who love money will never have 
enough. How meaningless to think 
that wealth brings true happiness!”14 
Keep your spiritual life and relation-
ship with God strong, and try to be 
a good example of an honest and 
upright follower of Christ. “Seek 
first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added to you.”15 “All these 
blessings shall come upon you and 
overtake you, because you obey the 
voice of the Lord your God.”16 “If 
they obey and serve Him, they shall 
spend their days in prosperity.”17 “No 
good thing will He withhold from 
those who walk uprightly.”18

Maria Fontaine and her hus-
band, Peter Amsterdam, lead 
the Family International. ■
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due date. She had been having 
premonitions that something wasn’t 
right with the baby. I told her that 
she worried too much. But Amber 
was right. Shortly after Vanessa was 
born, we were told that Vanessa had 
a heart condition that would require 
surgery. The full extent of her condi-
tion was not clear, but her doctors 
urged us to return to the U.S. for 
better medical care. Some friends in 
Dallas, Texas, agreed to take us in 
for a month. That’s where we were 
headed now.

Vanessa’s 
Angels

By Stephen Larriva

were in a race against time. I didn’t 
mind driving in the evening, when 
the children were asleep and the 
vehicle was cool. It also gave me time 
to think. I needed that. It had been a 
long year!

My mind took me back to when 
Amber was pregnant with Vanessa. 
We had traveled to the U.S. West 
Coast to visit Amber’s family, then 
to the East Coast to visit mine. 
Eventually we had joined a mission 
center in the south of Mexico, arriv-
ing just three weeks before Amber’s 

The sun was slipping below 
the horizon as I drove up 
the narrow two-lane road 
in central Mexico. I glanced 
at my wife, Amber, sleeping next to 
me. In the rearview mirror I could 
see our three daughters—Tory, the 
brilliant four-year-old; Shelly, who 
had just turned two and hardly 
seemed to stop talking; and baby 
Vanessa. All were also fast asleep. I 
considered stopping for coffee, but 
decided against it. Stopping would 
surely wake everyone up. Plus we 
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* * *

We arrived at our friends’ house 
in the wee hours of the morning, to a 
beautifully prepared room. The girls 
were delighted to find two little beds, 
just their size. “Mommy, how long 
can we stay in this hotel?” Tory asked 
in wonder. 

Our first trip to a cardiologist 
ended with an ambulance ride to the 
Intensive Care Unit of the Children’s 
Medical Center. Vanessa spent over 
two months there, her tiny body 
struggling to cope with heart surgery, 
weak lungs, intubations, and strep 
infections. Amber and I took turns 
staying with Vanessa at the hospital, 
one of us by her side around the 
clock. And all the while these 
wonderful friends took care of our 
girls, cooked our meals, washed our 
laundry, loaned us a car when ours 
broke down, and even paid our high-
way tolls so we could take a shorter 
route to and from the hospital.

When we were finally able to take 
little Vanessa home to recover, they 
gave us their own bedroom, where 
there was more room for all the 
medical equipment that was needed 
for Vanessa’s care. All that time, they 
never breathed a word about how 
much this was costing them.

Six weeks later, Vanessa slipped 
into a coma and was rushed back 
to the hospital. Over the next three 

months, a team of doctors continued 
to try to diagnose the problem. As 
the test results came back one by 
one, we were overwhelmed. Her 
brain was damaged. She was deaf 
and blind. Her heart condition 
would require multiple surgeries. 
Her condition was deemed terminal. 
The doctors gave her a year—perhaps 
two—and released her into our care.

For months our friends had 
shared their all, asking nothing in 
return. We were sure that there was 
no way they could continue to sup-
port us. We found a small apartment 
close to the hospital and prepared to 
move there. 

Then our friends did something 
we never expected. They asked us 
to stay. Had they considered what 
they were getting themselves into? 
Did they realize that Amber and I 
would need to take shifts with the 
baby 24/7? That Vanessa would need 
constant medical attention, weekly 
visits from nurses? It would turn 
their home upside down. And we 
were not sure how much we would 
be able to contribute, financially or 
otherwise. Did they realize that this 
could go on for years?

They did understand and quietly 
replied, “Whatever you need, for as 
long as you need it, we are here for 
you.”

* * *

WHAT COUNTS 
MOST?

Let us not be satisfied with just 
giving money. Money is not 
enough, money can be got, 
but they need your hearts to 
love them. So, spread your love 
everywhere you go.
—Mother Teresa (1910–1997)

I don’t think you ever stop 
giving. I really don’t. I think it’s 
an ongoing process. And it’s not 
just about being able to write a 
check. It’s being able to touch 
somebody’s life.
—Oprah Winfrey (b. 1954)

A few months later, while quietly 
resting, Vanessa passed from her 
mother’s arms into Jesus’. That was 
eight years ago. To this day, our 
friends’ actions remain the most vivid 
example of sacrificial giving I have 
ever seen—true unconditional love 
and kindness, love that gives until it 
hurts and then some, even when it 
knows that that those on the receiv-
ing end can never repay. Our friends 
didn’t merely say they wanted to 
follow Christ’s example, they did so!

Stephen Larriva is a member of 
the Family International in 
Mexico. ■
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Q&AANSWERS 
TO YOUR 

QUESTIONS

possible. Reserve eating out for 
special occasions. Snacks bought on 
the run are typical “little” expenses 
that collectively cost a lot more than 
you realize at the time.

Shop for deals, especially on 
larger items, locally or online.

Consider buying secondhand 
before new. Secondhand stores and 
private sellers are often good sources 
for gently used or refurbished 
furniture, appliances, clothes, and 
other items.

Making and sticking to a 
shopping list helps avoid impulse 
buying, which is a budget’s worst 
enemy. Making a list also helps 

consolidate shopping trips, which 
saves time and transport costs.

Avoid middle-man markups by 
buying wholesale or directly from 
the producer or manufacturer, when 
possible.

Lower your utility bill by select-
ing energy-efficient appliances, 
turning off unneeded lights, and 
conserving water when showering, 
shaving, washing dishes, etc.

Choose cheaper generic items 
over more expensive brand-name 
ones when the trade-off in quality is 
acceptable.

Resist the temptation to con-
stantly upgrade electronics and 
other items. Upgrade only when it’s 
truly needed or more cost-effective.

If you share a budget with a 
spouse or roommate, set parameters 
ahead of time, such as how much 
each may spend on a single item 
without consulting the other.

Keep things in perspective. A 
budget can help you better manage 
your money so you can live more 
comfortably and have more materi-
ally, but no amount of things will 
make you happy forever. Money 
can’t buy love, a close relationship 
with God, or fulfillment in life—the 
things that really matter. ■

Q: I’m having such a hard time keep-
ing to my budget, even though I know 
that’s the key to staying out of debt. 
Do you have any tips?

 A: The key to good budgeting is 
plugging the leaks that drain your 
resources—and even small leaks 
will drain you over time. If you’re 
not already doing the following 
things, you might want to consider 
them. 

Live within your means. If you 
use credit cards, pay your monthly 
balances in full to avoid charges.

Eat most of your meals at home. 
Take a packed lunch or snack when 

Debt-Free Living
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Many Christians today 
are uncertain about God’s 
position on wealth, and 
therefore uncertain about what their 
attitude toward money should be. 
Some preach “abundant living”—
that wealth is proof of a Christian’s 
faith and a sign of God’s approval. 
Others condemn wealth and frown 
on Christians who amass personal 
fortunes. People of both persuasions 
back up their stances with scripture. 
In actuality, the Bible is more 
balanced.

• God does not condone dishonest 
acquisition of wealth.

How can I tolerate your mer-
chants who use dishonest scales and 
weights?—Micah 6:11 NLT
• But He does not condemn wealth 
per se.

It is a good thing to receive wealth 
from God.—Ecclesiastes 5:19 NLT
• The Bible contains several 
accounts of people whom God 
specifically blessed with wealth, 
such as Isaac and Job.

Then Isaac sowed in that land, 
and reaped in the same year a 
hundredfold; and the Lord blessed 
him. The man began to prosper, 
and continued prospering until he 
became very prosperous. 
—Genesis 26:12–13

[After a time of severe testing] the 
Lord gave Job twice as much as he 
had before.—Job 42:10
• God has promised to provide for 
those who love and try to please 
Him.

No good thing will He withhold 
from those who walk uprightly. 
—Psalm 84:11

My God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus.—Philippians 4:19
• He especially blesses those who 
help others in need.

He who has pity on the poor lends 
to the Lord, and He will pay back 
what he has given.—Proverbs 19:17

Remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, that He said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” 
—Acts 20:35

• When money and possessions take 
preeminence in our hearts and lives, 
we displease God and bring trouble 
upon ourselves.

The love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil, for which some have 
strayed from the faith in their greedi-
ness, and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows.—1 Timothy 6:10
• Money will never bring lasting 
happiness or fulfillment.

Whoever loves money never has 
money enough; whoever loves wealth 
is never satisfied with his income. 
—Ecclesiastes 5:10 NIV

So the bottom line seems to be 
that much depends on our attitude. 
God wants to bless us financially, 
but He also expects us to use His 
blessings in a godly way. It’s through 
our relationship with Him that we 
will find our greatest fulfillment and 
success in life—the truest riches.

Samuel Keating is Production 
Manager of Activated, and 
lives in Milan, Italy. ■

Christianity 
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MONEY
Money never made a man 
happy yet, nor will it. The 
more a man has, the more 
he wants. Instead of filling 
a vacuum, it makes one.
—Benjamin Franklin 
(1706–1790)

You can only become truly 
accomplished at something 
you love. Don’t make 
money your goal. Instead, 
pursue the things you love 
doing, and then do them so 
well that people can’t take 
their eyes off you.
—Maya Angelou  
(b. 1928)

People who value money, 
beauty, and popularity more 
than they value intimacy, 
growth, and community 
contribution really look a 
lot less mentally healthy 
and are a lot more unhappy.
—Kennon M. Sheldon  
(b. 1959)

Money often costs too 
much.
—Ralph Waldo Emerson
(1803–1882)

Make money your god and 
it will plague you like the 
devil.
—Henry Fielding 
(1707–1754)

A man’s bank account 
doesn’t indicate whether 
he is rich or poor. It is 
the heart that makes a 
man rich. A man is rich 
according to what he is, not 
according to what he has.
—Henry Ward Beecher 
(1813–1887)

You have not lived a perfect 
day, even though you have 
earned your money, unless 
you have done something 
for someone who will never 
be able to repay you.
—Ruth Smeltzer (b. 1961) 

We can tell our values by 
looking at our checkbook 
stubs.
—Gloria Steinem (b. 1934)

Blessed are those who can 
give without remember-
ing and receive without 
forgetting.
—Princess Elizabeth Bibesco 
(1897–1945)

 It is not so hard to earn 
money as to spend it well.
—Charles H. Spurgeon 
(1834–1892)

[Money] is a form of 
energy that tends to make 
us more of who we already 
are, whether it’s greedy or 
loving.
—Dan Millman

If a person gets his attitude 
toward money straight, 
it will help straighten out 
almost every other area in 
his life.
—Billy Graham (b. 1918) ■

Life is tragic for those who 
have plenty to live on and 
nothing to live for.
—Author unknown

 If you want to feel rich, 
just count the things you 
have that money can’t buy.
—Author unknown

Wealth consists not in hav-
ing great possessions but in 
having few wants.
—Epicurus (341 BC–270 BC)

To suppose, as we all sup-
pose, that we could be rich 
and not behave as the rich 
behave, is like supposing 
that we could drink all day 
and stay sober.
—Logan Pearsall Smith 
(1865–1946)

 It is preoccupation with 
possessions, more than 
anything else, that prevents 
us from living freely and 
nobly.
—Bertrand Russell 
(1872–1970)

 POINTS TO PONDER 
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A group of aging friends 
spend their summer vaca-
tions climbing small 
mountain ranges. They 
delight in conquering each peak in 
turn—no mean feat considering 
back problems and other ailments 
that sometimes come with age. It’s a 
strenuous activity, but glorious vistas 
make up for aching muscles and 
exhaustion. If you ask them why they 
don’t spend their vacations relaxing 
on a warm beach instead, they will 
dismiss the idea. They would rather 
go on their mountain climbs, despite 
the effort. They say there is noth-
ing like the satisfaction of reaching 
another summit.

 For this exercise, visualize a 
mountain range. Focus on a picture, 
or use your imagination. Tag each 
peak as one of the problems in your 
life—one might be upcoming bills, 
another is the promotion or better 
job you’re hoping for, another is a 
long-term ailment, another is a task 
you can’t seem to complete, and so 
on. Have you groaned and worried 
as these difficulties loomed large on 
your horizon? It’s time for a change 
in your perspective!

Choose one of the peaks and 
picture yourself climbing it. It’s 
somewhat of a struggle getting up the 
rocky slopes, but you are not climb-
ing alone. A strong, experienced, and 

Put YOURSELF 
at the PEAK
A Spiritual Exercise

capable mountain guide accompanies 
you. The Lord promises, “I will 
instruct you and teach you in the way 
you should go; I will guide you.”1 He 
offers a helping hand as you clamber 
over rocks. He guides you in a safe 
path. Together you can make this 
climb. You’re cheerful, even eager, as 
you anticipate reaching the summit. 
Remember, this is an exciting chal-
lenge, not a drudgery. Now, picture 
you and Jesus celebrating together at 
the summit. You’ve reached your goal!

2
If the conquest of a great peak 

brings moments of exultation and 
bliss, which in the monotonous, 
materialistic existence of modern 
times nothing else can approach, it 
also presents great dangers. It is not 
the goal of grand alpinism to face 
peril, but it is one of the tests one 
must undergo to deserve the joy of 
rising for an instant above the state 
of crawling grubs. On this proud 
and beautiful mountain we have 
lived hours of fraternal, warm, and 
exalting nobility. Here for a few 
days we have ceased to be slaves and 
have really been men. It is hard to 
return to servitude.—Lionel Terray 
(1921–1965), French mountaineer  ■1. Psalm 32:8

556m              450m                           330m        480m       478m

361m                       422m    699m    654m  653m
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When money is scarce, your faith in My 
ability to supply for you is often tested. 
You might worry that My promises 
aren’t true, that I won’t supply for you as 
I said I would. But I will come through 
for you. Sometimes I answer immedi-
ately, but other times it takes awhile. 

Many factors affect My ability to answer 
your prayers and provide for you, includ-
ing the choices that you and others make, 
and sometimes you and I both have to 
wait till all the conditions are right.

In the meantime, count your blessings. 
Thank Me for what I’ve already given 
you, things that have more lasting value 
than material comforts, things that 
money can’t buy: the love of those dear 
to you, true friendships, peace of heart 
and mind, and the feelings of fulfill-
ment and satisfaction that come from 
knowing and loving Me. Value those 
things above all, and you’ll have the key 
to happiness and My spiritual blessings, 
no matter what your material circum-
stances may be.

FROM JESUS WITH LOVE

How to be happy when 
times are tough


